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Section members and public are invited. Directions are on page 2.

BASICS OF SNOW CAMPING

Enjoy the Sierra in winter!

Monday, January 14, 2008 at 7:30 PM

WhatÕs it like backpacking in the winter on snowshoes or
skis? This monthÕs Backpack Section meeting is a joint meeting
with the Ski Touring Section.  Steve Sergeant and John
Langbein, experienced backcountry skiers, will present an
introduction to backcountry snow camping. TheyÕll provide tips
on how to have fun and be safe when camping in a winter
wilderness.
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Meeting Details and Location
Members and nonmembers are invited to attend Section
meetings. Meetings are held at 7:30 P M at Acterra in the
Peninsula Conservation Center on the second Monday of
every month except July and August. The eveningÕs program
is followed by a refreshment break, then Section business,
conservation issues, trip reports, and discussions of upcoming
trips.

Address

Acterra Building
Peregrine Room
3921 E Bayshore Rd
Palo Alto, CA 94303

Directions

From Highway 101,
exit San Antonio Rd
(north). At the first
traffic light, turn left
onto E. Bayshore Rd,
and continue 0.2 miles.
Acterra is located at the
corner of E. Bayshore
Rd and Corporation
Way.

Backpack Section (BPS)
http://lomaprieta.sierraclub.org/bps/

Founded January 13, 1956, the BPS is an official
activities section of the Sierra ClubÕs Loma Prieta
Chapter, serving San Mateo, Santa Clara, and San
Benito counties in California. The Section sponsors
backpacking trips to wilderness and scenic areas,
ranging from easy beginner weekend outings to
more rigorous expeditions of up to two weeks, no
matter what the season. Most trips are within
California and Nevada, mainly in local, state, or
national parks, national forests, wilderness areas, and
national monuments. All trip leaders are volunteers,
and fees for trips are limited to actual costs incurred
for expenses, such as group meals and permits.

Officers and Appointees

Chair
Steve Stearns, (408) 867-2100, stearns@ieee.org

Vice Chair/Equipment Manager
Matt Hahne, (408) 749-9968,
matthahne@sbcglobal.net

Secretary/Living It Up! Editor
Suzanne Schleck, suzanne111@gmail.com

Treasurer
Karen Keller, (408) 531-0261,
karen_e_keller@yahoo.com

Outings Chair
Steve Stearns, (408) 867-2100, stearns@ieee.org

Conservation
Marjorie Ottenberg (408) 867-4576,
marjott@yahoo.com

Membership
Renee Rivera (408) 525-8599,
reneemaririvera@yahoo.com

Programs Coordinator
Vacant

Webmaster
Steve Sergeant (408) 937-8116
steve.sergeant@lomaprieta.sierraclub.org

Loma Prieta Chapter
3921 E. Bayshore Rd, Ste 204
Palo Alto, CA 94303
(650) 390-8411

Sierra Club
85 Second St., Second Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105-3441, USA
Telephone: (415) 977-5500
FAX: (415) 977-5799

JOHN MUIR QUOTE

Every good thing, great and small,
needs defense

ÒThe battle we have fought, and are still
fighting, for the forests is a part of the eternal
conflict between right and wrong, and we
cannot expect to see the end of it. I trust, however that our Club
will not weary in this forest well-doing. The fight for the
Yosemite Park and other forest parks and reserves is by no means
over; nor would the fighting cease, however much the boundaries
were contracted. Every good thing, great and small, needs
defense. The smallest forest reserve, and the first I ever heard of,
was in the Garden of Eden; and though its boundaries were drawn
by the Lord, and embraced only one tree, yet even so moderate a
reserve as this was attacked. And I doubt not, if only one of our
grand trees in the Sierra were reserved as an example and type of
all that is most noble and glorious in mountain trees, it would not
be long before you would find a lumberman and a lawyer at the
foot of it, eagerly proving by every law terrestrial and celestial
that that tree must come down. So we must count on watching
and striving for these trees, and should always be glad to find
anything so surely good and noble to strive for.Ó

From “The National Parks and Forest Reservations”
(proceedings of the meeting of the Sierra Club held in the hall of
the Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, on November 23, 1895).
Published in Sierra Club Bulletin, 1896 !
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NEW PERMIT REQUIREMENTS FOR YOSEMITE AND DEATH VALLEY

New permit requirements for
Yosemite and Death Valley affect the
Sierra Club and the Backpack Section.
Rules are still subject to change, but
the most up-to-date information
regarding these permits is on the
S ie r ra  C lub  Ex t rane t  a t
http://clubhouse.sierraclub.org/outings/
local/default.aspx (username:
clubhouse; password: explore).

Yosemite
Outings that meet all of the

following criteria DO NOT need to
submit a Special Use Permit for
Yosemite. We are still responsible for
obtaining wilderness permits.

1. The trip fee does not exceed direct
field costs (which may include the
direct field costs of the leaders)

2. Outings meet the following group
size requirements:

!  On-trail backpack trips are
allowed no more than 15
people

!  Cross-country day hikes and
backpack trips are no more
than 8 people

!  On-trail day hikes are
permitted with no more than
35 people, but the park and
Sierra Club strongly
encourage smaller groups

Most of our Section trips meet these
criteria. Outings that do not meet these
criteria will require a Special Use
Permit (SUP).

Death Valley
An SUP is required in Death Valley

for ALL Sierra Club outings,
including day hikes that are free of
charge.

If youÕre a Sierra Club trip leader
that needs an SUP, application
materials need to be submitted to the
Sierra Club land agency coordinator.
Refer to the above-mentioned Extranet
site for deadlines and up-to-date
instructions. !

BASIC BACKPACKING COURSE, APRIL 15 – JUNE 3, 2008
Interested in learning how to

backpack but don't know how to get
started? Done some backpacking but
want to learn the principles -what to
buy, where to go, what to bring? The
Backpack Sect ion 's  "Bas ic
Backpacking Course" is for you.

The course includes eight two-hour
evening classes and three backpack
trips. The classroom sessions will be
held in the Mountain View - Palo Alto
area, on 8 consecutive Tuesdays
beginning April 17, 2007. Here is a
partial list of the topics covered in the
evening sessions:

!  What to bring on your first
backpack trip

!  Choosing and fitting a backpack
!  Clothing and boots
!  Tents and other shelters
!  Food and cooking
!  Map and compass navigation
!  Handling backcountry emergencies

!  Introduction to backcountry first
aid

!  Minimum impact
!  Wilderness permits and trip

planning

The first backpack trip will be over
the weekend of May 3-4, the second
trip will be May 17-18, and the third
trip will be May 30-June 1 (Fri-Sun),
and will be to the Sierra if
the snowpack allows.

The class is limited to 40
people on a first-come
basis. Anyone under 18
years of age must be
accompanied by an adult.
Trips are limited to class
members only.

To sign up for the course,
send name, address, home
and work telephone
numbers, email address,
and a check for $80 made

out to ÒBackpack SectionÓ.
Confirmations, directions, and further
information will be provided by email.
Please send your information and
check to: Daniel Cobb/Backpacking,
P.O. Box 404, Belmont, CA 94002.

If you have any questions about the
course, please contact Dan Cobb at
dmcobb@sbcglobal.net  or Steve
Stearns at stearns@ieee.org .

MEETING MINUTES submitted by Jean Higham-Sergeant

December 2007

The December meeting was our
holiday potluck. There was good
conversation and a wide selection of
nourishing food and  satisfying sweets
to kick off the new year.

Enough Section members were in
attendance to  hold our officer
elections. Steve Stearns was elected
Section chair, Matt Hahne is serving
again as vice chair, Suzanne Schleck
is serving as secretary, and Karen

Keller is continuing in her role as
treasurer.

For the evenings entertainment,
Marge Ottenberg showed a movie
about the issues associated with
restoring Hetch Hetchy. !
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BPS Membership and Living It Up! Subscription/Change Form (Any Sierra Club member may join the BPS)

" Address Change Name

" New Subscription Address

" Renewal City, State, Zip

Phone Email

Sierra Club Number

My subscription status is: I would like to receive:
" Regular $12/year " The LUI! in print

" Student/Senior $6/year " The e-LUI! via e-mail

Once each year the Backpack Section prepares a membership roster that includes each memberÕs name, city, phone number,
and e-mail address. The membership roster is intended as a tool for facilitating communication about car pools or other
arrangements among Section members. Members who receive print copies of the LUI! will find it attached to the newsletter
they receive that month. For members who receive the e-LUI!, the roster will be available for download under a random file
name for one month only. The membership roster will not be archived on any public Web site.

" Please exclude my name and contact information from the BPS annual membership roster.

Complete this form and mail it to Backpack Section Membership, Sierra Club, Loma Prieta Chapter, 3921 E. Bayshore Rd.,
Ste 204, Palo Alto, CA 94303. Enclose a check payable to The Backpack Section, Loma Prieta Chapter, Sierra Club.


